64                    Pope Pius XI
Monsignor Ratti was soon appointed first Nuncio to the
new nation, and was given at the same time the rank of
an Archbishop and the title "Archbishop of Lepanto" as a
special compliment to the Poles, As Nuncio, he became
the doyen of the Diplomatic Corps, and he was responsible
for making the Poles place in their constitution first and
foremost two statements: the first that the Catholic
religion occupies the first position in the Polish State, the
second that no measures regarding religion should be
taken without preliminary agreement with the Holy See.
This meant the first step towards the Concordat, which
was afterwards made with Poland.
There were many vexed questions to be settled at this
time, such as the position of the Ruthenians, who had
their own separate rite, and the problem of those Catholics
who had lived under Protestant Germany and who had,
therefore, been given special exemptions, which could
never be allowed under a completely Catholic State.
Another point that had to be dealt with was how the
Church was to get back lands and territories that had
been confiscated from it over a hundred years ago in the
period of the Partitions. Yet another was in regard to
that number of outwardly secular priests, who in actual
fact were the remnants of old monastic orders carried on
in secret: the problem was, how were these people to
start their orders afresh, and how could they get lands and
monies for their support?
Next to these problems came the question how to
deal with other States, such as Latvia and Lithuania. For
instance, there had been no Bishop of Riga for four
centuries and the filling of the famous See of Vilna was
causing many complications. The Russians had for many